

Fundraising Fact Sheet
Outside groups and friends of your library are often great resources for funding library needs. Here are some tips on asking for help in funding the cost of your library’s public performance license.
· Remember there’s professional help.  Depending on the significance of your campaign, consider consulting with fundraising professionals.  They can help you select potential donors and teach you how to make “the ask.”
· Consider the timing of when you ask. There is always competition with other worthy projects, so pick a time that will make your request stand out.
· Develop a “Case Statement.” This is the written articulation for why you are requesting support. Present your case with facts, benefits, and reasons for giving.
· Explain what you’d use the funding for.  Discuss how their funding of a public performance license can build community and patronage while enhancing library programming for Summer Reading, Teen Read Week, Banned Books Week, Children’s Programs and more.
· Consider opening with a written letter.  This allows for review of your proposal, making sure it looks and feels the way you want it to.  It’s also a way to account for your contact efforts.
· Leadership gifts are important.  If your library needs multiple sponsors, go after the biggest donors first. Be sure those asking have a specific amount to ask for and are prepared to articulate the need or Case Statement.
· Follow up with a community-wide movie event. This will give everyone the chance to contribute and experience the excitement of movie events.
· Finally – DON’T FORGET TO SAY THANK YOU! Be sure to remember both workers and donors.
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